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Territorial Acknowledgment
The Chilliwack Museum & Archives is located on
the traditional and unceded territory of the
Ts’elxwéyeqw and Pelólhxw communities of the
Stó:lō. We are thankful for the opportunity to live
and learn on this territory.

Vision Statement
Connecting you with Chilliwack's history

Mission Statement
The Chilliwack Museum and Archives is dedicated to
inspiring, engaging, and fostering a sense of place through
sharing the diverse history of Chilliwack and its
surrounding communities.

Values
Relevance - Diversity - Collaboration - Accessibility - Education

Message from the President
It is the goal of the Chilliwack Museum and Historical Society to
connect our community with Chilliwack's history. While striving
to achieve this objective, we must be relevant to the audience we
serve.
During the past two years the Chilliwack Museum and Archives
has embraced significant change. We have successfully adjusted
to new management and staff as well as changes at the board
level. I believe through each change we have addressed
relevancy; a process, like the history of Chilliwack, that is never
ending.
Our new management and staff have come to us with much
enthusiasm and fresh technical skills. These attributes continue to
help us grow in a meaningful way. They are eager to embrace our
rich history and strive to present it in a manner that is forward
thinking and in tune with the Chilliwack community.
At the board level, we are challenged to keep up with the enthusiasm of the staff, while at the same
time address the realities of finance and administration of the society. This year, two new
members have joined us, Pat Clark and Alison Kaye. Both are long term residents of Chilliwack,
each bringing unique and valuable skills to the board.
2019 was a positive year. We have again strengthened our financial standing and have heightened
our public support and awareness. I strongly believe we have an excellent team in place, one that
will keep us relevant going forward.
In conclusion, I would like to extend special thanks to Executive Director Shawna Maurice.
Congratulations on a job well done, you have much to be proud of. Also, our sincerest thanks to
Ryan Mulligan, City of Chilliwack Liaison; and the City of Chilliwack for their continued support.
Last, but by no means least, thanks to our volunteers and members for your continuing support
and engagement with the Chilliwack Museum & Archives.
Charlie Fortin
President, Chilliwack Museum and Historical Society

Message from the Executive Director
2019 was a year of achievements for the Chilliwack Museum &
Archives. We started the year off with a Planning & Development
Workshop with board and staff members to kick off a strategic
planning process. The workshop highlighted a number of areas of
success, improvement, and initiatives.
Early in the year we updated our membership program to include
more incentives and benefits for our members. We reinvented
our gift shop, complete with new Square payment processing,
shelving, and new merchandise. As you might have seen, the gift
shop is now available online! We continued to shift our focus
towards a strong social media presence that engages our
community and maintains our relevancy. A concerted effort to
increase rentals of our beautiful Chambers Gallery was
implemented, resulting in the successful production or our new
rental package brochure and many happy rentals through out the
year.
On June 15, 2019 we held our inaugural Hops & Heritage Fundraiser. We felt it was a great success
for our first event of this nature, with over 70 people attending the festivities. The event featured a
craft beer tasting from Old Yale Brewery, a special showing of the “Brewer’s Gold” exhibition,
experiences silent auction, food, and games!
Throughout 2019 we continued to focus on maintaining relevancy in our community and ensuring
that we make Chilliwack's heritage accessible to all. We continue to produce high-quality exhibitions
that speak to our community in relevant ways, develop our education & engagement programs to
support the BC Curriculum and engage with various demographics in our community, and focus on
digitization of our archival holdings to promote accessibility. We look forward to continuing these
initiatives in 2020 while developing new, engaging, and relevant ways to connect you with
Chiliwack's history.
We are grateful for our volunteer base of 33 dedicated, inspiring, and passionate volunteers who
continue to help us operate at both the Museum and Archives. Without them, we would not be the
successful organization we are today. We are also grateful for our dedicated and growing
membership base who continue to show their support for the Museum & Archives. We are thankful
for the continued financial support from our dedicated members, personal donors and various
granting agencies, including the Chilliwack Foundation, Canadian Museums Association, the
Department of Canadian Heritage, The British Columbia Arts Council, and the Province of British
Columbia. Most importantly, we are ever grateful for the continued support of the City of Chilliwack
and wish to express our sincerest thanks.
Shawna Maurice
Executive Director, Chilliwack Museum & Archives

Who we Are
Chilliwack Museum and Archives Staff

Abbie Murphy
Museum Attendant

Anna Irwin
Curator

Laurie Benton
Archives Technician

Sarah Belley
Education & Engagement
Coordinator

Cari Moore
Coordinator of Volunteers &
Administration

Shawna Maurice
Executive Director

Jordan Sheffield
Museum Attendant

Tristan Evans
Archivist

Beci Bonkowski, Digitization & Research Assitant (YCW-BCH Intern)

Board of Directors
Charlie Fortin, President
Alison Kaye, Director
Vivian Walker, Vice-President
Dave Clarke, Director
Fred Feistmann, Past President
Esther Harder, Director
Merlin Bunt, Treasurer
Patricia Clark, Director
Ryan Mulligan, Director of Recreation and Culture, City of Chilliwack Liaison

Archives
Archival, Artifact, and Library Donations: 60
Visitors: 390
Visitor Hours: 382.65
Research Emails: 143
Research Phone Calls: 267
Volunteer Hours: 682.6
Online Collections Database Searches: 8,509
Website Hits: 13,792
Deciding what to preserve and what not to keep is the most stressful part of being an archivist. There are
many factors that contribute to this decision, including consideration of our mandate; do we have similar
records; can we preserve this material, and what is the cost of preserving the material; will the records be
accessible to researchers; does this fill in a story that we are missing? What we keep today is the story that
is going to be told in 20, 30, 50, and 100 years from now. Therefore, appraisal is often an extremely
challenging decision that sometimes has to be made in a few minutes. As Leslie Weir, Librarian and
Archivist of Canada, summarized in an interview on 31 December 2019, “libraries and archives play an
incredible role in making sure we have all the stories, all the perspectives so that we don’t end up with
one-sided views about anything.”
Of course, in order to appraise any records, we rely on the generosity of donors willing to part and share
their precious records. Without donors, we simply would not have the rich historical collection that we
have today. Each donation received in 2019 was appraised and determined to have significant historical
value. While every donation was kept because it had value, two of these donations are incredibly unique;
these include two paintings by Mildred Valley Thornton (2019.026), and a donation of original records
stored in Jonathan Reece’s safe (2019.024) and handed down over multiple family generations. We are
incredibly thankful for all the unique donations that we received in 2019 and on behalf of future
researchers, CMA staff, and the archives division, I would like to sincerely thank every individual who
contacted the Archives looking to donate whether we decided to accession the record or not.

Curatorial
Susan Pearce once said that “our collections are what we are, and from all this
our other functions flow.” Those words, written in 1991, ring as true then as
they do today – especially for our Curatorial and Exhibition programs.
Key accomplishments by our Curatorial department in 2019 include the launch of Chilliwack’s Chinatowns:
A Story of Diversity, Racism and Arson, developed through funding provided by the Virtual Museum of
Canada and the development and installation of our Five Faces, Five Corners: The Social Experience of
Chilliwack’s Downtown in the temporary gallery. We continue to collaborate regularly with Matthew
Hawkins on the publication of monthly Museum Monday posts to generate interest in various
historical topics, including the history of the Vedder River Steelhead Derby and the Paramount Theatre.
Our outgoing loan program continues to be strong asset and our collections continue to assist exhibition
programs throughout the West Coast. In 2019, we provided object loans to the Stó:lō Research and
Resource Management Centre in Chilliwack, The Reach Gallery Museum in Abbotsford, the Founders’
Gallery at the University of Calgary and began discussions for a loan to the Vancouver Art Gallery. The
loan to the Founders’ Gallery was the first inter-provincial loan the Society has undertaken in
approximately a decade.
Artifact conservation is at the heart of all activities within the Curatorial department. Active assessment of
storage conditions and continual monitoring of the agents which contribute to deterioration are crucial
to ensuring that we are able to preserve artifacts for the residents of Chilliwack and for those interested
in the City’s rich history.

2019 Acquisition Highlights:
The object collection, consisting of 10,569 processed artifacts,
continued to grow in 2019. Select key acquisitions from 2019
include:
2019.005 – Volunteer Fire Department pin owned by F.G. Leary
2019.017 – Coast Salish Weaving, woven by Myra Borden, 1975.
2019.019 – Chilliwack Curling Club sign
2019.029 – Radio tower and antenna from CFB Chilliwack Wet
Bridge Training Area
2019.031 – James Richardson bronze statue, 2002.
2019.038 – Assorted bottles unearthed at Five Corners
2019.045 – Pringle Electric Hatchery cornerstone, 1942.
2019.043 – Beer can and mug from opening of Molson Brewery,
2019.

Education & Engagement
This has been a productive year for the Education &
Engagement Department. The 2018-2019 school year
saw a record number of programs delivered- 100- the
highest ever on record. With these numerous
engagements there was an opportunity to perfect the
delivery of these programs, and to make appropriate
adjustments when required. One of our most popular
programs delivered during the holiday season was
revitalized and released as Victorian Traditions. The
program focuses on the era that popularized many of
our current holiday customs and traditions.

School Programs Booked: 100
Education Kits Booked: 13
Children Attended: 2150
Parents Attended: 270
Teachers Attended: 100

Looking to access the recent changes in curriculum, the Education Department is building an exciting
new program around the Fraser Valley’s white sturgeon. This program aims to highlight this remarkable
prehistoric fish, its connection to First Nation history, and the human impacts upon local ecology. The
Executive Director also secured a grant to have a 4 ft. scale model made of the white sturgeon that is
designed as a “hands on” learning tool for students and visitors. Other projects currently being developed
include ones on Piper James Richardson, Doctor P.H. Brice, and F.G. Leary. The Engagement Department
continues to build upon the goal to increase community involvement within the facility through a variety
of approaches. In 2019, we participated in a number of community events including, Cultus Lake Day and
Canada Day.

Events
Five Faces, Five Corners: Opening
Reception
Paid Admission to Opening:
42 Guests
Volunteers/Members with
Free Admission: 20 Guests
Total: 62 Guests

Hops & Heritage
The Chilliwack Museum & Archives held our first “friendraiser” on June 15, 2019! We felt it was a great
success for our first event of this nature. The event featured a craft beer tasting from Old Yale Brewery, a
special showing of the “Brewer’s Gold” exhibition, experiences silent auction, food, and games!

Tickets Sold (General): 11
Tickets Sold (Member): 23
Complimentary Tickets: 36
Total: 70 Guests

Exhibitions
Chilliwack's Chinatowns: A Story of
Diversity, Racism and Arson
Online Exhibition

This online exhibition reveals the contributions of British Columbia’s early Chinese residents to
Chilliwack’s collective memory. Based in part on Dr. Chad Reimer’s 2011 book, Chilliwack’s Chinatowns: A
History, the exhibition aims to encourage discussion and dialogue within Chilliwack’s communities who
today benefit from the efforts of early Chinese residents.

Five Faces, Five Corners: The Social
Experience of Chilliwack's Downtown
May 16, 2019 to June 13, 2020

This exhibition explores the evolving social landscape of Chilliwack’s Five Corners area. Located on Stó:lō
First Nation’s S’ólh Téméxw (Our World), the exhibition traces the downtown’s humble origins at
Chilliwack Landing to the bustling center of Five Corners today.
The Chilliwack Museum and Archives would like to recognize the following people for their help in the
development of the exhibition: Naxaxalhts’i (Sonny McHalsie), Qothyetel (Gary Williams), Tia Halstad, Ron
Denman, Amber Price, Chris Gillespie, Jon Kinneman, Kyle Williams and Jeff Cuvilier.

Gift Shop
The Gift Shop received a completely new look and a revitalization of merchandise in 2019. The Gift Shop is
now stocked with a variety of unique merchandise for all ages, from new vendors such as Native
Northwest, Schylling, and House of Marbles, while still stocking our much loved books and local items.
We have also instituted a new inventory and admission tracking system, Square, that allows us to better
manage our stock and our visitors!

Total # of Gift Shop Sales: 662

Memberships & Admissions
Memberships
Support the Chilliwack Museum and Archives by becoming a Member!
The Chilliwack Museum and Archives is committed to connecting you with Chilliwack's history through a
series of exhibitions, programs, and events, but to do this we need your support!
In 2019 the Chilliwack Museum and Archives released an updated membership program featuring more
levels of membership and more benefits for the member.

Teacher Membership: 1
Senior Memberships: 13
Lifetime Members: 57
Individual Memberships: 11
Family Memberships: 4
Corporate Membership: 1
Not for Profit Memberships: 2
Total Memberships: 89

Admissions
Child: 428
Student: 173
Adult: 1111
Senior: 624
Total Admissions: 2337

Rentals
In 2019 we developed a detailed and effective rental program for our
Chambers Gallery Space. A number of new options for rentals are now
available.

Volunteers & Supporters
Volunteers
Thank you to our 33 dedicated volunteers who contributed 2122 volunteer
hours in the Museum and Archives in 2019.
Aaron Dawson
Aleeta Sepass
Anna Erho
Arlene Blanchette
Ashley Parshyn
Bryan Stokes
Chris Gillespie
Claine Knox
Dave Clark

Deanna McGonigal
Esther Harder
Ev Parker
Joene Parker
Jordan Sheffield
Judy Sholtz
Karen Klassen
Kathy Rempel
Larissa Thomas

Lawrie Edwards
Lisa Gustafson
Louise Smith
Lynda Battis
Marilyn Ricker
Marley Galea
Maryam Zaree
Naya Phung
Nicole Killis

Pat Clarke
Richard D.
Shannon Erwin
Stephanie Dwyer
Vicki Grieve
Vivian Walker
Wally Klassen
Wanda Stevenson
Wayne Bowes

Supporters
Thank you to all the individuals, companies, and organizations who contributed
financially to the continued success of the Chilliwack Museum & Archives in
2019.

Museum
45820 Spadina Avenue
Chilliwack, BC
V2P 1T3

Archives
9291 Corbould Street
Chilliwack, BC
V2P 4A6

604-795-5210
www.chilliwackmuseum.ca

